


























The results described in this paper have implications for the
estimation of the strength of highly confined non-persistently
jointed hard rockmasses. Whereas the GSI-system is well-
calibrated and proven to be helpful for the engineering design of
support in tunnels and caverns in weak rocks and persistently
jointed rockmasses, the findings presented in this paper suggest
that the resulting confined rockmass strength may be significantly
underestimated for highly interlocked, non-persistently jointed
rockmasses. Hence, the strength of wide pillars may be signifi-
cantly underestimated when strength parameters are adopted
based on the conventional GSI-system parameters.
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