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2. Quantitative contribution

Brazil is the most represented country among
the players from the 132 leagues studied. The
2,742 Brazilians from the sample played more
than three million minutes in 2019 (1,204 per
player on average). Only one other country had
more than 2,000 footballers in the champion-
ships taken into account: Argentina. In the top
ten places are a third South American country,
Colombia (4th), six European nations, of which
France is the best ranked (3rd), as well as Ja-
pan (9th).
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Figure 2: most common origins within the
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If we limit the analysis to footballers playing Figure 3: most common origins among
outside of the countries where they grew up, expatriates within the leagues studied
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3. Qua[itative contribution Figure 4: football players’ production index, by
association
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4. Conclusion

Independently of the modalities of calculation,
Brazil emerges as the principle worldwide
power regarding the production of profession-
al footballers. Brazilians are numerous (2,742
in the 132 leagues studied, of which 1,535 are
abroad), play a considerable number of min-
utes (1,204 domestic league minutes per year
compared to a general average of 1133 min-
utes) and play in high-level clubs (sporting
coefficient of 0.49 compared to an average of
0.37).

The five European countries with the world’s
most competitive competitions — the big-5 —
are all ranked in the top ten. The second big-
gest exporter, France, is second, just ahead of
Spain. The French are more numerous than
the Spanish in the leagues studied (1,740 as
opposed to 1,349), but are less fielded (on av-
erage 1,260 minutes against 1,360 in 2019) and
play in clubs with a lower level (sporting coef-
ficient of 0.55 as opposed to 0.63).

Seven non-European countries are ranked
in the top twenty places: four are part of the
CONMEBOL (Brazil, Argentina, Colombia and
Uruguay), two are from the CONCACAF (Unit-
ed States and Mexico) and one from the AFC
(Japan). The absence of African countries is
partially explained by the impossibility of ac-
cessing the information on line-ups fielded
by teams in local leagues. However, if we lim-
it the analysis to expatriate players, four Afri-
can countries figure in the top twenty (Nigeria,
Ghana, Senegal and the Ivory Coast).



