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PROTECTION AND VALORIZATION WORKS IN THE EASTERN CEMETERY 
AND THE MUSEUM

The Swiss Archaeological Mission at Kerma received a grant from the Qatar-Sudan 
Archaeological Project (QSAP), which allowed it to invest in the protection and 
valorisation of its heritage. After having benefited from a first grant, which was 
used for the exhibition “Aux origins des pharaons noirs” (The origins of the Black 
Pharos) at the Laténium Museum in 2014-2015, and especially for the manufacture 
of museographic objects (copy of a statue and small-scale models), which were 
subsequently donated to the National Museum of Sudan to enrich their displays 
on Kerma. After a one-year interruption in the QSAP project, we were able 
to reformulate our request for 2016-2017, to cover the cost associated with the 
protection and valorisation of the cultural heritage. The request specifically covered 
the works to complete the protection of the Eastern Cemetery (5 km of walls) and 
finishing the installation of the museography in the Kerma Museum, whilst also 
renewing certain parts of the installations after almost 10 years of use.

During the 2016-2017 season, under the supervision of Marc Bundi, 15 workers 
finished the works protecting the Eastern Cemetery (figure 12). They cleared sand 
and vegetation from some parts of the site, rebuilt some sections of the surrounding 
wall, which is 5 km long, covered with earth (liaza) other sections, and manufactured 
500 cement pillars 120 cm long, to be set up along the edges of agricultural fields in 
order to prevent their extension (figure 13). This additional protection was essential 
to avoid the encroachment of agricultural land, with its irrigation which is not always 
well controlled, rendering the periphery road impracticable and undermining the 
protective wall. The protective system is now in place, although the southern wall 
will need to covered in earth (liaza) next year.

Matthieu Honegger
Marc Bundi

Figure 13/ Cement pillars 
marking the edges of the 
fields around the Eastern 
Cemetery.
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Figure 16/ Central hall of 
the Kerma Museum once 
the works were completed. 
The wall to the rear of the 
statues has been rebuilt 
and the size of the podium 
has also been reduced to 
correspond to the original 
scenography, and better set 
off the statues.

Figure 15/ Works in progress 
in the central hall of the 
Kerma Museum, where the 7 
statues of the Black Pharos, 
discovered at Dokki Gel in 
2003, are exhibited. 

Close to the southern edge of the necropolis, we decided to build a visitors’ pavilion 
(figure 14). The structure is 8 metres long by 4 metres wide. Over the next few 
years we will attach panels inside, with pictures and explanations in both English 
and Arabic for the visitors. These will show the plan of the Eastern Cemetery with 
its chronology and the location of the main structures, the plan of the Pre-Kerma 
agglomeration, the evolution of funerary rituals, the evolution of the chapels and 
the plan of the great tumuli of the end of Kerma civilization. 

The rehabilitation of the Kerma Museum began this year (figures 15-16). The works 
consisted in the removal of the wall behind the statues, which was no longer stable, 
and the construction of a new cement wall; the size of the podium was also reduced to 
correspond to the original scenography, and its surroundings were reinforced; other 
maintenance works were undertaken in the Museum as well as the refurbishment 
of the electric installations; the exhibition cases were cleaned, with their upper part 
protected against dust, and the podium of the small-scale models painted; finally, 
paving was laid (170 m2 in the forecourt and 185 m2 in the backyard).

Figure 14/ Visitors’ Pavilion set up at the southern end of the Eastern Cemetery, where visitors arrive and park their vehicles.
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