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Matthieu Honegger THE PRE-KERMA AGGLOMERATION

In the western sector of the Pre-Kerma settlement, an area of 1000 square meters
was studied in order to define the extension of the agglomeration and its complexity
(fig. 8). Many postholes delineated fences and circular structures, and eight pits of
small diameter were discovered (fig. 9). Most are shallow, but one is 1.60 meter
deep and might correspond to a small well. The other pits contained much charcoal
and many fireplaces were located. These were related to a craft activity involving
fire (ceramics firing, beer production, etc), but as of yet Pre-Kerma sherds have
not been discovered within these structures. These features and their apparent
organisation cannot be related to the Middle Kerma graves dug in this area, so their
dating remains problematic. Therefore, C14 dates will be needed to confirm the Pre-
Kerma attribution. Should these structures indeed date to the Pre-Kerma, then this
season’s discoveries would confirm the considerable size of the settlement and the

possible existence of a specialised craft activity area.
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Figure 8 | Plan of the Pre-
Kerma agglomeration with
the sector excavated during
the campaign 2008-2009.



Figure 9 | View of the sector
with its pits and small circular
structure.



AscADpl & NEMEeskErl 1970

AsToN 2006

BaTH-BALOGH & FeHRENBACH 2006

BoNNET 1999

BoNNET 2007

Brissaub 1979

Bruzek 1996

HoNEGGER 2005

HoNEGGER 2007

HottHoer 1977
Hore 1987

Jupp 2002

Lovejove 1985

NORDSTROM & Bourriau 1993

BIBLIOGRAPHY

Ascapl, G. & NEMESKERL, J. 1970. History of human life span and mortality, Budapest,
Academmiai Kiado.

Aston, D. A. 2006. « Making a splash. Ceramic decoration in the reigns of Tuthmosis
IIT and Amenophis II », in : Czerny, E. & alii (eds.). Timelines. Studies in honour of
Manfred Bietak, Orientalia Lovaniensia Analecta, 149, vol. I, Louvain : 65-74.
BatH-BALoGH, M. & FEHRENBACH, M.-J. 2006. lllustrated dental embryology, histology,
and anatomy, 2™ edition. Elsevier Saunders.

BonnET, C. 1999. « Kerma : rapport préliminaire sur les campagnes de 1997-1999 »,
in : BonneT, C. & collab., « Les fouilles archéologiques de Kerma (Soudan) »,
Genava,n.s., 47 : 57-76.

Bonnet, C. 2007. « La ville de Doukki Gel aprés les derniers chantiers archéo-
logiques », in : BonNET, C., HONEGGER, M. & collab., « Les fouilles archéologiques
de Kerma (Soudan) », Genava, n.s., 55 : 187-200.

Brissaup, P. 1979. « La céramique égyptienne du régne d’ Amenophis II a la fin de
I’époque ramesside », in : VERCOUTTER, J. (ed.). Hommages a Serge Sauneron, vol.
I : Egypte pharaonique (Bibliothéque d’étude, vol. 81), Cairo : 11-32.

Bruzek, J. & alii. 1996. « Evaluation des caractéres morphologiques de la face
sacro-pelvienne de 1’os coxal : approche pour une proposition d’une méthode de
diagnose sexuelle », in : CAsTEX, D. & alii. Les ensembles funéraires, du terrain a
linterprétation, Actes du Colloque du GDR 742 du CNRS, n° spécial des Bulletins
et Mémoires de la Société d’Anthropologie de Paris, n.s. t. 8, fasc. 3-4 : 491-502.
HonEGGER, M. 2005. « Kerma et les débuts du Néolithique africain », in : BONNET,
C., HONEGGER, M. & collab., « Les fouilles archéologiques de Kerma (Soudan) »,
Genava, n.s., 53 : 239-249.

HoNEGGER, M. 2007. « Aux origines de Kerma », in : BoNnET, C., HONEGGER, M.
& collab., « Les fouilles archéologiques de Kerma (Soudan) », Genava, n.s., 55 :
201-212.

HortHOER, R. 1977. New Kingdom pharaonic sites : the pottery, Uppsala, The
Scandinavian Joint Expedition to Sudanese Nubia, vol. 5 :1.

Hore, C. A. 1987. « Innovation in the decoration of ceramics in the mid-18®
Dynasty », Cahiers de la céramique égyptienne, tome 1 : 97-122.

Jupp, M. A. 2002. « One accident too many ? », The British Museum Studies in
Ancient Egypt and Sudan 3 : 42-54 ; http ://www.thebritishmuseum.ac.uk/bmsaes/
issue3/judd.html.

Loveiovg, C. O. & alii. 1985. « Multifactorial determination of skeleton age at
death : a method and blind tests of its accuracy », American Journal of Physical
Anthropology, 68 : 1-14.

NorpsTROM, H. A. & Bourriau, J. 1993. « Ceramic technology : clays and fabrics »,
in : ARNOLD, D. & BoURRIAU, J. (eds.). An Introduction to ancient Egyptian pottery,
fasc. 2, Mainz : 143-190.

26



ScHMiTT 2001

ScHwaARTZ 2007

ScHwWARTZ & alii 2007

WiLLiams 1992

Matthieu Honegger
Bastien Jakob

Jéréme Dubosson
Laure Bassin

Marion Berti

Charles Bonnet et

Inés Matter Horisberger
Daniel Conforti

Scamrtt, A. 2001. Variabilité de la sénescence du squelette humain. Réflexions sur
les indicateurs de 1’dge au déces : a la recherche d’un outil performant. Thesis
presented to Bordeaux I University (unpublished).

Scawartz, J. H. 2007. Skeleton keys : An introduction to human skeleton morpho-
logy, development and analysis, 2™ edition, Oxford, Oxford University Press : 231-233.
Scuwartz, G. T., GODFREY, L. R. & MaHONEY, P. 2007. « Inferring primate growth,
development, and life history from dental microstructure : The case of the extinct
giant Malagasy lemur, Megaladapis », in : BAILEY S. E. & HuBLIN J.-J. (eds). Dental
perspectives on human evolution : state of the art research in dental anthropology,
New York, Springer Press : 147-162.

WiLLiams, B. B. 1992. New Kingdom remains from cemeteries R, V, S, and W at
Qustul and cemetery K at Adindan, Chicago, The Oriental Institute of the University
of Chicago, vol. VI.

FIGURE ACKNOWLEDGMENTS

Figures 1,2,3,4,7,8,9, 12, 13, 14, 15, 24, 25, 27, 28
Figures 5, 6

Figure 10

Figure 11

Figures 16, 19

Figures 17, 18, 20, 21, 22
Figures 23, 26

27



Archaeological excavations at Kerma (Sudan) ¢ Preliminary
report to the 2008-2009 season

The early Holocene sequence of Wadi el-Arab

The Pre-Kerma agglomeration

Ancient Kerma graves of the eastern cemetery
Palaeoanthropology of human skeletal remains found in the
Ancient Kerma graves

Dukki Gel: temples and fortifications

The pottery of Dukki Gel

The Kerma Museum

Restoration and preservation

© 2009 Institut de Préhistoire et des Sciences de I'Antiquité, Université de Neuchatel
ISSN : 1663-2664





