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1. Introduction

The 56th edition of the Monthly Report of the
CIES Football Observatory analyses the char-
acteristics of the coaches at the head of 1,646
teams from 110 leagues in 79 countries world-
wide. The study covers three aspects: the age,
the length of stay in the club managed and
the origin (national/expatriate). The Report also
presents the rankings of the most represent-
ed origins among expatriate coaches of 1,875
clubs from 128 leagues in 91 countries.
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2. Age

The average age of the coaches in our sample
is 48.8 years. At league level, the values vary
from just 41.0 years of age for the ten top di-
vision Estonian clubs to 54.9 years of age for
the second level Turkish competition. In this
respect, it is interesting to note that the Turk-
ish top division is the European championship
where the average age of line-ups fielded by
clubs during the 2019/20 season was the high-
est: 29.2 years of age.

A positive and significant correlation (R?=19.3%)
was measured between the average age of
coaches and that of players at the level of the
110 leagues studied. This finding indicates that
the more ageing players there are in a league,
the more clubs that are part of it tend to em-
ploy experienced coaches, or vice versa.
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The award for the youngest coach among the
clubs analysed goes to Ole Martin Nesselquist.
The Norwegian will celebrate his 27th birthday
on the 24th of June. Despite his young age,
he has been leading the Strammen team, in
the second division of his native country, for
already a year and a half. Conversely, the old-
est coach is Hamdi Yilmaz (74.5 years of age).
He trains Kegidrengucd, in the Turkish second
division.
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Figure 4a: oldest coaches (age on 01/06/2020)
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Figure 4b: youngest coaches (age on 01/06/2020)
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Hamdi Yilmaz, Kegiorengticii (TUR/2)
Jesualdo Ferreira, Santos (BRA)

Ivan Karaula, Cibalia (CRO/2)

Roy Hodgson, Crystal Palace (ENG)

Dick Advocaat, Feyenoord (NED)
Giampiero Ventura, Us salernitana (ITA/2)
Gregorio Pérez, Universitario (PER)

Julio Comesafia, Junior (COL)

Eugénio Machado Souto, Vitéria (BRA/2)

Winfried Schafer, Bani Yas (UAE)

Oscar Héctor Quintabani, Deportes Quindio (COL/2)

Nélson Baptista, Kashiwa Reysol (JPN)
Vladimer Khachidze, Torpedo Kutaisi (GEO)
Manuel Cajuda, Leixdes (POR/2)

Bruce Arena, New England (USA)

Ole Martin Nesselquist, Strammen (NOR/2)
Gavin Lee, Tampines Rovers (SIN)

Chris Hughes, Newtown (WAL)

Damir Lepen Jurak, Medimurje Cakovec (CRO/2)

Guillermo Abascal, Ascoli Calcio (ITA/2)
Lubo$ Benkovsky, Slavoj Trebidov (SVK/2)
Alan Clarke, Black Leopards (RSA)

Mak Lind, Norrby (SWE/2)

Rokas Garastas, Kauno Zalgiris (LTU)
Francisco Meneghini, Audax Italiano (CHI)
Luis Garcia, Real San Andrés (COL/2)
Razvan Ciodar, Sportul Snagov (ROM/2)
Bryant Lazaro, @ygarden (NOR/2)

Ole Werner, Holstein Kiel (GER/2)

Kaido Koppel, Tammeka (EST)
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3. Length of stay

On average, on the 1st June 2020, coaches
of the teams taken into account were in the
job for 480 days. However, the median value
is much lower: 301 days. This gap illustrates
the fact that a small number of coaches that
have been in charge of their teams for a long
time pull the average up. The median values
by league vary between 943 days in the Welsh
top division and only 122 days in the Brazilian
Serie B.

As for age, a significant and positive correlation
(R?=19.7%) exists between the average length
of stay of players and coaches. This link is the
reflection of important cultural differences in
terms of management according to country.
The more club owners in a given league have
a tendency to change coaches, the easier it is
to have a high turnover of players in a squad,
or vice versa.
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Figure 5: median length of stay of coaches
(number of days), by league
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Figure 6: average length of stay of players and
coaches, by league
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The coach with the greatest longevity among
the teams analysed is Bruno Luzi, who has
been running Chambly, in the French second
division, for nineteen years. On the 1st June
2020, eight other coaches were at the head of
their team for at least a decade, among which
three in the Americas: Peter Vermes, Pablo
Vico and Ricardo Ferretti.
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1 Bruno Luzi, FC Chambly (FRA/2)

N

Stephen Baxter, Crusaders FC (NIR)

w

Andris Riherts, FC Metta/LU (LVA)

. Vegard Hansen, Mjgndalen IF (NOR)

o

Frank Schmidt, FC Heidenheim (GER/2)

)

Qurban Qurbanov, Qarabag Agdam FK (AZE)

~

Peter Vermes, Sporting Kansas City (USA)

®

Pablo Vico, Brown de Adrogué (ARG/2)

©

Ricardo Ferretti, Tigres UANL (MEX)

Ben Olsen, DC United (USA)

Vitali Zhukovskiy, FC Isloch (BLR)

S

Stéphane Moulin, Angers SCO (FRA)
Vardan Bichakhchyan, shirak FC (ARM)
Colin Caton, Bala Town FC (WAL)

Gary Hamilton, Glenavon FC (NIR)
Diego Simeone, Atlético Madrid (ESP)
Christian Streich, sc Freiburg (GER)
Francky Dury, Zulte-waregem (BEL)

Oleksandr Ryabokon, Fk Desna (UKR)

)

Gavin Chesterfield, Barry Town United (WAL)
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Figure 7: longest-serving coaches, number of
days (01/06/2020)
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4. Forelgn presence Figure 8: % of expatriates among coaches, by

league
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Argentina is the most represented nation among
expatriate coaches. The 68 Argentinians present
abroad on the 1st June 2020 were at work in 22

Figure 10: most represented origins among
expatriate coaches
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5. Conclusion

This pioneering study on the characteristics of
trainers of professional football clubs worldwide
shows that the typical profile for a coach is a
male just under 50 years of age (48.8), in charge
for less than one year (301 days) and having grown
up in the country of the club managed (in more
than 7 out of 10 cases). However, the percentage
of expatriate coaches is even greater than that of
players: 28.3% compared to 24.7% in the leagues
studied.

The analysis of the biography of expatriate
coaches included in the sample reveals that al-
most two-thirds of them are former profession-
al players: 64.3%. As for the positions the latter
played in, we observe an overrepresentation of
defenders: 35% of coaches in the leagues stud-
ied compared to 30% among players. Converse-
ly, the goalkeepers are underrepresented: 4% as
opposed to 11%.



