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Introduction

> How do the different education and integration policies 
in the subnational units of Switzerland the cantons 
moderate educational inequality between immigrant and 
native children?

> Why is this relevant?

— Comparative research with regard to macro foundations of 
educational inequality is still relatively rare

— In order to properly evaluate education and integration 
policy and its outcomes in decentralized countries, 
regional disparities must be considered ! 

– Switzerland = prime example of a decentralized education 
system

— Policies affect different groups of individuals differently: go 
for group-specific policy effects!
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Immigrant „penalty“ in the Swiss cantons
regarding mathematical capabilities
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Theoretical background

> Two crucial assumptions:

— A neo-institutionalist approach

— The effects of education and integration policies varies 
depending on individual resources, values, and behaviour
patterns and may therefore impact social stratification of 
education

> Two groups of policies

— Education policies: direct impact on (un)equal opportunities in 
school

— Integration policies: targeted at immigrants and their integration 
into the host society – and thus chances in school
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Education policy - hypotheses

> encompassing preschool availability 

> tracking 

> track mobility 

> class size 

> hours taught 

> public investments 
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Integration Policy - conceptualization
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Integration Policy - hypotheses

> H1: liberal and culturally pluralist integration policies reduce 
immigrant educational inequality, as these policies are more 
inclusive and foster equal opportunities for immigrants.

> H2: liberal and culturally pluralist integration policies 
aggravate the problem of immigrant educational inequality, as 
these policies might have segregationist side-effects.
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Research design

> Swiss data from the 2006 PISA study: 17‘560 15-year old 
pupils in 399 schools and 14 cantons 

— whereby for the bilingual cantons Berne and Valais two samples  
- one for the German- and one for the French-speaking part -
are available

> Immigrant inequality: How does the policy context moderate 
the immigrant «penalty»

> Method: Bayesian multilevel analysis
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In which situations does the model 
support our hypotheses?

> The marginal effect of immigrant background...

1. substantially decreases (or increases if an 
inequality-fostering effect is postulated) as the value 
of a given policy variable increases.

2. The marginal effect of immigrant background loses 
its systematic influence (or gains influence if an 
inequality fostering effect is expected) for higher 
levels of a given policy variable.
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Results I : 4 education policy variables 
moderate immigrant inequality
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Results II: 2 «non-results»
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Results III: Integration policy – socio-
structural rights matter most
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Conclusions

> The degree of educational inequality between immigrant and 
native children substantially varies among the Swiss cantons

> The school environment matters

— but differently regarding various aspects of inequality

— Here: probably more than integration policy

> The general picture: application of an inclusive and 
egalitarian integration logic both in education and integration 
policy constitutes the most promising way towards 
educational equality between immigrant and native students
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Further plans and limitations

> Find a encompassing theoretical framework for both 
education and integration policy

> Immigrants are heterogeneous: go for even more detailed 
group-specific effects?

> What is the interaction between education and integration 
policy?

> But also: The number of units really limits the statistical 
possibilities
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> Thank you for your comments!
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Appendix: Basic model of immigrant
inequality
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