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Relevance

Why comparing subnational integration
policies?

• Considerable but neglected policy variations in 
federal states (Tränhart 2001)

• Clear benefits regarding research design:  
subnational units ~ mss

2



Purpose

Validate / verify international concepts / 
research subnationally (cf. Lijphart 1971)

1) Concept validity

2) Construct validity
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Concept
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Measurement

• Policy = rules in form and rules in use

• Continous values instead of dummies (cf. 
Goertz 2006), mostly between 0 – 1.

• 23 subindicators
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Validation

1) Concept validity: Conceputal consistency

2) Construct validity: Empirical consistency
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Content validity
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Construct validity
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Construct validity II
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So what?

Cantonal data basis for comparative analyses on 
determinants and outcomes of integration
policy

Which aggregation level (cf. Goertz 2006)?

no categorical answer, depends on research
question (theoretical considerations)
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