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Preface

by Salah Eldin Mohamed Ahmed

General Coordinator of  
the Qatar-Sudan Archaeological Project

When my colleague and friend Vincent Rondot called me before 
Christmas 2023 to ask if I would write the preface to these proceedings, we had 
entered the ninth month of the war in Sudan that began on the morning of 
15 April 2023. Along with my colleagues and friends, I found myself in a state of 
shock at the destruction of our country’s infrastructure, the looting of property, 
and the killing, rape and forced displacement of inhabitants, driven to various 
regions in Sudan and abroad. Vincent’s call coincided with the war’s sudden 
expansion hundreds of kilometres south of Khartoum. As archaeologists we were 
doubly grieved: by the loss of a country and its people and by the danger incurred 
by the cultural heritage of this region of the Nile Valley – what could happen, or 
has happened, to our museums in Khartoum, Nyala, El-Geneina and the city of 
Wad Madani in Al Jazirah, and the devastation threatening our archaeological 
sites throughout this territory so rich in remains.

In the midst of all of this fear, distress and frustration, our colleague Vincent’s 
call provided a glimmer of hope at the end of the tunnel. It made me aware 
that there were still friends working for the good of this country where they had 
lived, mingling with its inhabitants and appreciating its history; and where they 
had spent decades conducting excavations of archaeological sites and research in 
libraries and laboratories, in an effort to discover and preserve the heritage of this 
part of the Nile Valley.

The focus on Sudan of the 14th International Conference for Nubian Studies 
held in Paris in September 2018 brought together hundreds of specialists from 
around the globe; and Sudan remains ever present in the minds of these friends, 
whose love for this country is not swayed by the current bleak situation. This 
conference was an extraordinary academic event. Let us note the remarkable pres-
ence of a large number of Sudanese researchers, made possible through generous 
financial support from the Qatar Museums Authority, which has funded over 
forty archaeological missions in Sudan in recent years. The conference centred 
on the work of the Qatar-Sudan Archaeological Project (QSAP), launched in the 
winter of 2013–2014.
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Today, I am delighted to be writing the preface to the proceedings of this 
conference, the fruit of a successful partnership between the Musée du Louvre 
and Sorbonne Université. These proceedings, in two volumes, will be a tremen-
dous addition to the bibliography of Sudanese antiquities and history. We are 
even more delighted that our Paris colleagues decided to publish this work in 
volume XX of the journal Kush, which, since its first publication seventy years 
ago, has been a precious heritage resource for the Sudanese National Corporation 
for Antiquities and Museums. These two volumes, including contributions by 
more than seventy specialists, represent a major scholarly achievement in the field 
of Middle Nile Valley heritage, and will be accessible to hundreds of research-
ers and students. They encompass the results of multi-year efforts by dozens of 
researchers, who undertook fieldwork, laboratory and office studies covering all 
periods of Sudanese history, from Prehistory to the contemporary period; studies 
on museum collections, the management of archaeological and cultural sites and 
of heritage sites in general; and other additional specialised studies. This publica-
tion includes a list of references summarising the works of hundreds of researchers 
spanning more than a century. We are deeply grateful to the International Society 
for Nubian Studies, which, for more than half a century, has brought together 
specialists from around the world to present their latest research on the antiquities 
of this part of Africa to the global scientific community.

This achievement adds to the list of French contributions in Sudan, from 
the travels of Linant de Bellefonds and Frédéric Cailliaud in the first quarter of 
the 19th century, to the campaign to safeguard Nubian antiquities in the 1960s; 
numerous Sudanese sites at Mirgissa, Batn-el-Haggar, Sai Island, Sedeinga, 
Soleb and Kerma (with the Swiss mission), Kadruka and Gism Arba; and the 
resettlement sites related to the Merowe Dam Archaeological Salvage Project 
(2003–2009) at El-Multaqa, Berber, Wadi El-Makabrab, El-Hobagi, El-Hassa, 
Muweis, Wad ben Naga, Soba, Al-Jerif East, Ariab in the Red Sea Hills, and 
Kordofan. A number of French institutions will live on in the memory of Sudanese 
archaeologists for their long-standing contributions to the discovery and preser-
vation of the country’s cultural heritage, and to training generations of Sudanese 
archaeologists who have gone on to manage this heritage and teach in Sudanese 
universities and institutes. These include the Lille and Sorbonne Universities, the 
Louvre Museum, the French National Centre for Scientific Research (CNRS), 
the International Centre for Earthen Architecture (CRAterre) at Grenoble 
University, the French National Institute for Preventive Archaeological Research 
(INRAP), the French Institute for Oriental Archaeology (IFAO), and lastly, 
the French Section of the Sudan Antiquities Authority (SFDAS, also known 
as French Unit). For over fifty five years, the SFDAS has been the only foreign 
archaeological institute permanently established in Sudan. Despite the war, its 
work has not stopped: it continues to carry out its mission from Cairo, along-
side Sudanese antiquities authorities displaced to Egypt. The French Ministry 
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of Foreign Affairs and its embassy in Khartoum have been a cornerstone of this 
cooperation for decades.

We are confident that the current situation will not last, and that friends 
from around the world will come together once more in a safe Sudan, to continue 
to preserve the archaeological heritage of the Middle Nile Valley through major 
projects such as the Qatar-Sudan Archaeological Project.
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Acknowledgments

by Marie Millet, Vincent Rondot,  
Frédéric Payraudeau, Pierre Tallet

This publication is the culmination of a commitment made in summer 2014 
when, at the concluding session of the 13th International Conference for Nubian 
Studies in Neuchâtel, it was announced that the conference’s 14th edition would 
be held in Paris in four years. A partnership between the Musée du Louvre 
and the Sorbonne Université was sought from the outset for its organisation. 
Additionally, the bilateral cooperation programme between Sudan and Qatar that 
had been launched in 2008 was set to end after a decade, and the Qatar Museums 
Authority accepted an agreement in principle to fund travel to France for a num-
ber of Sudanese colleagues. Thus, from 10  to 15 September 2018, researchers 
from around the world gathered in central Paris at the Louvre Michel Laclotte 
Auditorium, the Grand Amphithéâtre of the Sorbonne and the lecture halls of the 
Institut National d’Histoire de l’Art, for the first conference of this scale ever held 
by our national museum. From the start, the idea of the conference was endorsed 
and supported by Jean-Luc Martinez, consistent with the initiative put forth by 
Henri Loyrette in 2006 for the Musée du Louvre to play an active role in inter-
national archaeological and museum research in Sudan. This commitment has 
taken two forms: firstly, the archaeological excavations undertaken in the Meroe 
region at Muweis (2007–2019) and, since 2020, at El-Hassa, twenty-five kilo-
metres south of the pyramids of Meroe; and secondly, training programmes in 
Sudan and France for Sudanese museum personnel in the fields of collections care 
and conservation. This scientific collaboration with the National Corporation for 
Antiquities and Museums resulted in exceptional loans from the Sudan National 
Museum in Khartoum for two exhibitions devoted to Sudan at the Louvre: 
Méroé. Un empire sur le Nil, held in 2010 and Pharaon des Deux Terres. L’épopée 
africaine des rois de Napata, held in 2022. Today, the Louvre is intent on uphold-
ing this commitment through a cooperation that is all the more important given 
the sudden return of instability in recent times. It is vital at this time to support 
our colleagues – in heritage departments, museums and universities – in order to 
maintain the international quality of research on collections and archaeological 
sites, to promote enhanced understanding of the history of the Middle Nile Valley 
and in this way, to participate in the preservation of heritage. Featuring fifty-five 
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contributions by more than sixty-five authors spanning from Prehistory to the 
contemporary period, the proceedings of the 14th International Conference for 
Nubian Studies in Paris are an exemplary representation of the Louvre’s mission 
of international cooperation, and of the institution’s pride in always striving for 
the universalisation of knowledge.

This publication would not have been possible without the support of our 
institutions, colleagues, students and volunteers. The teams from the Musée 
du Louvre, the Sorbonne and its Centre de recherches égyptologiques, the UMR 
Orient et Méditerranée, and the Section française de la Direction de antiquités du 
Soudan, were of great help in the organisation of the conference and the prepa-
ration of these proceedings for publication. We extend our heartfelt thanks to all 
involved in this undertaking. We are particularly grateful to the staff of Louvre’s 
Département des Antiquités égyptiennes, whose involvement in 2018 was invalua-
ble, as was their moral support during the proceedings editorial process, so vital 
to finalising this volume.

Salah Eldin Mohamed Ahmed, our interlocutor at the Qatar Museums 
Authority, and the author of the preface, was one of the architects of the conference, 
and the link enabling Sudanese museum and heritage service professionals to be 
present at the Paris conference. Ibrahim Musa, Director-General of the National 
Corporation for Antiquities and Museums, was consistently encouraging, despite 
the circumstances, during the final stages leading up to the publication of these 
proceedings, and throughout their preparation; Violaine Bouvet-Lanselle, Head 
of the Publications at the Musée du Louvre, provided the unwavering support so 
necessary to the publication of these proceedings. The Institut français d’archéo‑
logie orientale, as well as its printing house, which had produced volume XIX of 
the journal Kush, responded very favourably to the proposal for the publication 
of this XXth volume.
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The bibliographic system adopted for this volume is adapted from that of 
PRIMIS, 2018; the abbreviations follow those of IFAO which are available on line 
(Mathieu, Abréviations, 2023, https://www.ifao.egnet.net/uploads/publications/
enligne/IF1324.pdf). The “Harvard System” has not been used, but the indication 
of the date of publication for each reference is maintained, and the references relating 
to each author are arranged according to the date of publication in order to faciliate 
navigation between the two systems. 

In the same spirit, we have chosen to maintain the individual bibliography 
of each contribution within which the titles of articles and other works are given 
in extenso when the reference publication is only cited once, and in abbreviated 
form with the full reference title given in the general bibliography for references 
appearing at least twice. Museum and exhibition catalogues are classified sepa-
rately at the beginning of the general bibliography.

ABBREVIATIONS

AAALiv Annals of Archaeology and Anthropology (Liverpool)
AAR African Archaeological Review. University Museum of Archaeology and 

Anthropology (Cambridge)
ABK Amtliche Berichte aus den Königlichen Kunstsammlungen (Berlin)
Achet Achet. Schriften zur Ägyptologie (Berlin)
ÄAT Ägypten und Altes Testament (Wiesbaden)
Aegyptus Aegyptus. Rivista italiana di egittologia e di papirologia (Milan)
Aeragram Aeragram. Newsletter of the Ancient Egypt Research Associates (Boston)
Afriques Afriques. Débats, méthodes et terrains d’histoire (Institut des mondes 

africains, Aix‑en‑Provence, Aubervilliers) 
AfrPraehist Africa praehistorica (Cologne)
ÄgLev Ägypten und Levante. Zeitschrift für ägyptische Archäologie und deren 

Nachgebiete (Vienna)
AJHIS Athens Journal of History (Athens)
AJHB American Journal of Human Biology. Onlinelibrary.wiley.com
AJP American Journal of Philology (Baltimore)
AJPA American Journal of Physical Anthropology (Philadelphia)
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AmAnt American Antiquity. Society for American Archaeology (Washington)
AmAnthr American Anthropologist (Lancaster)
AmJHG American Journal of Human Genetics (Chicago)
AnHB Annals of Human Biology: Journal of the Society for the Study of Human 

Biology (London)
AncEg Ancient Egypt (and the East) (London, New York)
AnIsl Annales islamologiques. IFAO (Cairo)
ANM Archéologie du Nil Moyen. Association pour la promotion de l’archéolo-

gie nilotique (Lille)
ANRW Aufstieg und Niedergang der römischen Welt. Geschichte und Kultur Roms 

im Spiegel der neueren Forschung (Berlin, New York)
Anthropologie L’Anthropologie (Paris)
AnthrAnz Anthropologischer Anzeiger (Stuttgart)
Antiquity Antiquity. Quarterly Review of Archaeology (Newbury, Cambridge)
AOAT Alter Orient und altes Testament (Kevelaer, Neukirchen‑Vluyn)
Apocrypha Apocrypha. Le champ des Apocryphes (Paris)
ARA Annual Review of Anthropology (Palo Alto)
Arabica Arabica. Journal of Arab and Islamic Studies (Leiden)
ARAM‑Period. ARAM Periodical. ARAM Society for Syro‑Mesopotamian Studies 

(Leuven)
Archaeology Archaeology. An Official Publication of the Archaeological Institute of 

America (Boston)
Archaeometry Archaeometry. Bulletin of the Research Laboratory for Archaeology and the 

History of Art. Oxford University (Oxford)
ArchAnz Archäologischer Anzeiger. Jahrbuch des deutschen archäologischen Instituts 

(Berlin)
Archéo‑Nil Archéo‑Nil. Revue de la Société pour l’étude des cultures prépharaoniques 

de la vallée du Nil (Paris)
ArchPol Archaeologia polona. Institute of Archaeology and Ethnology of the 

Polish Academy of Sciences (Warsaw)
ArchVer Archäologische Veröffentlichungen. Deutschen archäologischen 

Instituts, Abteilung Kairo (Berlin, Mainz)
AREEF Archaeological Reports of the Egypt Exploration Fund (London)
ArOr (C) Acta orientalia. Societates orientales batava, danica, fennica, norvegia, 

suecica (Lund, Copenhagen)
ArS Archäologie im Sudan (Muenster)
ASAE Annales du Service des antiquités de l’Égypte (Cairo)
ASEg Archaeological Survey of Egypt (London)
ASN Archaeological Survey of Nubia (Cairo)
ASN Bull. Archaeological Survey of Nubia Bulletin (Cairo)
Azania Azania. British Institute in Eastern Africa (Nairobi)
AWWS Akademie der Wissenschaften in Wien Sprachenkommission (Vienna)
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CCE Cahiers de la céramique égyptienne. IFAO (Cairo)
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Style and Identity Symbols
An attempt to define the social meaning of the Kerma 

funerary fineware and its decorations

by Matthieu Honegger

The archaeological research of the most recent years in the Eastern Cemetery 
of Kerma focused on more than 400 graves of the Early Kerma period. It was the 
occasion to collect detailed information about pottery associated with the tombs, 
which was deposited on the surface next to the tumulus or in the pit close to the 
burial. A systematic study of the famous red and black top pottery with a thin deco-
rative band under the rim allows us to propose an interpretation on the style of these 
vases as identity symbols, which show an almost infinite variety of decorations.

During his excavations in the Eastern Cemetery of Kerma, George A. Reisner 
had been impressed by the quality of Nubian craftsmanship and in particular by 
the pottery, whose delicacy and regularity had even led him to believe that it was 
made on a wheel.1 Since then, Nubian pottery has been the subject of numerous 
studies, both in terms of typology and the composition of the paste.2 It remains 
the preferred material for defining the Nubian archaeological cultures and the 
aesthetic quality of their most elaborate productions has been widely emphasised. 
Of course, not all pots are homogeneous in terms of quality. In the Kerma culture, 
as in that of the C‑Group, one can generally contrast coarse pots with finewares, 
with on the one hand the large jars, with thick walls and a simply smoothed 
surface, and on the other hand the fine, carefully polished ware. The most elab-
orate examples are represented, in the Early Kerma phase, by the red vases with 
a black top, decorated with fine geometrical decorations under the rim, or in the 
C‑Group by the grey or black bowls, fully ornamented. There are intermediaries 
between these extreme categories of fineware and coarse pottery: unpolished pots 
for utilitarian use, more or less polished large‑sized pottery of, or polished but 
undecorated vases. One of the specific features of fine Nubian pottery is that it 
was widely used in funeral rites.

1	 Reisner, Kerma, 1923.
2	 See Gratien, Cultures Kerma, 1978; Nordström, Neolithic and A‑Group, 1972.
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A systematic study of the oldest sectors of the Eastern Cemetery of Kerma 
has given a more precise idea of the position of the pottery present in the funerary 
area, by comparing its first five phases of use, defined in a previous publication3 
and whose chronology has since been fine-tuned (Fig. 1). It includes only some 
sectors of the excavated areas (CE28‑27‑23‑29‑31) where about 400 graves were 
documented by Honegger between 2008 and 2018. The graves previously exca-
vated by Reisner and Bonnet are not taken into consideration due to the lack of 
sufficiently detailed data on pottery. Throughout Early Kerma, most of the pots 
accompanying the tombs have been found on the surface, next to the tumuli, 
with their mouths facing downwards. These are the most elaborate vases, i.e. fine, 
polished vases, comprising the decorated specimens of Early Kerma, those of 
C‑Group, or those of the Pre‑Kerma for the Kerma ancien 0 phase, and finally the 
undecorated red vases with a black top, which could belong to these three cultural 
groups, were also found on the surface. These vases generally show no traces of 
use, and often look new. They may have contained a liquid (milk or beer) to be 
offered or shared one last time with the deceased, and in some instances leaves of 
trees or shrubs were found under the upturned vases. There is clearly a symbolic 
dimension linked to the deposit of these vases and their contents, which appear to 
close the burial ceremony. No pots are present in the graves during the first phases 
of use of the cemetery (Kerma ancien 0 and I, 2550–2300 BC). These appear in 
small numbers in Kerma ancien II (2300–2150 BC) and become numerous from 
the beginning of Kerma moyen I (2050–1950 BC), at a time when pots on the 
surface become rarer and less well cared for. The pottery found inside the tombs 
are generally utilitarian pots and Egyptian imported jars, which often show traces 
of use (wear, chipping, burning).

The fineware of Early Kerma, decorated with impressed patterns, incised or 
even excised under the rim, is not only present on the surface of tombs, showing 
little or no traces of use, but has also been occasionally found in dwellings, par-
ticularly in the town of Kerma,4 although the decoration is more rudimentary and 
the motifs are monotonous. The fine red vases with a black border and its varied 
and finely executed motifs therefore correspond specifically to a funerary produc-
tion. They represent the diagnostic artefact of Early Kerma, whereas the red pot 
with black top, which can be found in Pre‑Kerma, C‑Group and Kerma culture, 
is less exclusively related to funerary rites. It is, moreover, less systematically linked 
to the surface of the tomb and can sometimes be found inside, just as it may also 
show traces of use. What attracts the most attention in the decorated pottery of 
Early Kerma is the extreme care taken in making the decoration and the great 
variety of motifs represented (Fig. 2). Detailed observation of these motifs has led 

3	 Honegger, in Nubian Archaeology, 2018.
4	 Privati, in Bonnet, Valbelle, Temple principal, 2004, 162.
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Fig. 1. Map of the Early Kerma and early Middle Kerma sectors in the Eastern Cemetery. 
From the initial installation in Kerma ancien 0 (2550–2450 BC) to the emergence of the first 
royal tomb in Kerma moyen I (2050–1950 BC), the dimensions of the tombs increase, the 
rituals become more complex and the hierarchisation of society increases until the appearance 
of a royalty (Honegger, Bulletin de la Société Neuchâteloise des Sciences Naturelles, 2018). 
CAD M. Honegger. © Mission archéologique suisse à Kerma.
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us to identify 315 different types of decoration. The variations between motifs can 
sometimes be minimal, but what should be remembered is that these decorations 
are often designed to be unique or to be repeated in small numbers. This aspect 
led us to consider the hypothesis that these motifs and the vases that bore them 
must carry a significance relating to identity, which might express certain social 
affiliations or certain actions carried out during the individual’s lifetime. Attempts 
have already been made to interpret decorative motifs in social terms, the most 
famous of which come from the symbolic archaeology promoted by Ian Hodder 

Fig. 2. Example of impressed or incised decorations on the fine red vases with black 
top from Early Kerma, of which two complete specimens are presented. The one on the 
left dates from Kerma ancien I (2450–2300 BC) while the one on the right has a later 
form, dating from Kerma ancien III (2150–2050 BC). Photo M. Honegger. © Mission 
archéologique suisse à Kerma.
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more than 30 years ago.5 These attempts opened up new directions for research, 
but they also showed that it was impossible to understand the significance of the 
symbols used or to decode a message expressed by various motifs, as long as there 
was no document providing us with the keys to understanding the symbols used 
in any given society.6 It is therefore not in this direction that we wish to proceed, 
but rather that of better contextualising them in their spatial and chronological 
setting, in an attempt to propose an explanatory model.

TWO POTTERS’ GRAVES

We do not have a direct source regarding pottery producers and their status 
in the Kerma culture. In his recent synthesis, Emberling emphasises that from 
Early Kerma, pottery had to be a specialised activity and that from Middle Kerma 
onwards, this trend towards specialisation increased and also included the pro-
duction of faience and copper alloys.7 It is true that from Early Kerma, pottery 
production is omnipresent in the Kerma culture and that the hierarchisation of 
society until the advent of a royalty at the beginning of Middle Kerma, fits well 
with the idea of a craft specialisation. Apart from the fact that a series of pot-
ter’s kilns have been discovered in the town of Kerma,8 it must be acknowledged 
that not much information is available regarding the social organisation of crafts 
within the society. The 409 tombs that we excavated between 2008 and 2018 in 
the areas occupied from the beginning of Early Kerma to the beginning of Middle 
Kerma, gave us an overview of the tombs, their contents and the relationships 
between them.9 In principle, this should give us an idea regarding how society 
was organised. In Kerma ancien  0 and I, there is little differentiation between 
the tombs, which contain few objects. Sometimes, the presence of a tool, such 
as a potter’s comb or a bone punch for working leather, may evoke an artisanal 
activity that the deceased must have practised. We discovered 5 potters’ combs in 
these oldest areas, 4 of which could be attributed to tombs. All of them belong 
to adult women of a certain age. From Kerma ancien II onwards, the social dif-
ferences become more important and can be detected by several clues expressing 
the importance and wealth of a given tomb: diameter, deposition of animals and 
bucrania, individuals accompanying the deceased, quantity of Egyptian jars and 
quantity of fine and decorated vases (see below). It was at that time that an impor-
tant distinction was introduced between tombs of men, all with bows and their 

5	 Hodder, Symbols in Action, 1982.
6	 Gallay, Archéologie demain, 1986, 85‑97 and 193‑200.
7	 Emberling, Origini 36, 2014, 146.
8	 Bonnet, Valbelle, Temple principal, 2004.
9	 Honegger, in Nubian Archaeology, 2018.
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attributes (arrows, quivers) and tombs of women with sticks.10 The clues that 
could reveal the presence of craftspeople are no more numerous than previously, 
and are limited to bone punches. The beginning of Middle Kerma is marked by 
the appearance of the first royal tombs and by an even more marked hierarchy. We 
were able to excavate 30 tombs in a somewhat peripheral sector dating from this 
period (sector CE8). The tombs had a diameter of between 2 and 4 metres and 
therefore do not belong to the category of royal tombs, with a diameter ranging 
between 7 and 10 metres. Two tombs looted at the upper level of the body have 
each yielded a whole range of tools related to pottery craftsmanship. As in the 
previous instances, they belong to women of a certain age and show that, in the 
Kerma culture, they are the ones who practiced this craft. The fact that a large 
range of tools was found, whereas in the previous cases only single tools were 
present, suggests that this craft was better valued, and also supports the idea of 
increased specialisation.

The looters of Tomb  599, which contained the body of a woman over 
30 years old, removed her head and also disturbed the eastern and northern part 
of the grave where some of the deposited pots were to be found (Fig. 3). The 
potter’s tools were found deposited on the floor of the tomb, to the south‑east, 
next to the oxhide on which the body was lying. They were contained in a leather 
bag, the base of which remained, accompanied by ostrich beads that must have 

10	 Honegger, Fallet, Kerma 6, 2015.

Fig. 3. Partially looted potter’s north-facing tombs from Sector CE8 (Kerma moyen I, 2050–
1950 BC). On the left, Tomb 599 belongs to a woman over 30 years old and her pottery 
tools can be seen on the eastern edge, next to the oxhide on which the deceased is laid. On 
the right, Tomb 604 contained the body of a woman over 50 years old. Her tools were also to 
be found to the east, between the jar with the small bowl and the larger bowl a little further 
north. Photo L. Kramer. © Mission archéologique suisse à Kerma.
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belonged to a necklace. The tools include an axe blade made of metamorphic 
stone, the edge of which may have been used to regularise the inner surface of 
the pots or to make certain impressed decorations; a polished flint pebble used as 
a polisher; another siliceous pebble whose concave and convex edges must have 
served as a potter’s rib to regularise the surfaces; a quartz flake, the edge of which 
may have been used to make incised decorations; a flat chiselled tool obtained 
from a fragment of ruminant diaphysis; a fragment of termite mound, which 
perhaps relates to the pottery paste, termite mound clay being often used for this 
purpose in Africa;11 finally, 4 combs on a sandstone slab used to regularise the 
internal surfaces or to realize impressed decorations (Fig. 4.1–4.10).

Tomb 604 belonged to a woman over 50 years old (Fig. 3). It had been more 
severely looted and only the pelvis and lower limbs remained, partially mum-
mified with a remnant of a leather loincloth covering the legs. The phalanges of 
the hands still in place, indicated that the deceased must have held a stick in her 
hands. To the east, next to three pots still in place, a set of tools was laid on the 
ground. It consisted of a potter’s comb found, like the others, on a fine sandstone 
slab; a piece of termite mound; a punch that may have been used to make some of 
the decorations; a flint splinter and nine enigmatic objects each with a fine quartz 
or carnelian flake inserted into a silt handle (Fig. 4.11–4.15). It is clear that these 
last objects were designed to perform particularly precise work, such as making 

11	 Iroko, L’homme et les termitières, 1996.

Grave 599 Grave 604

5 cm

1 31

4

5 6

7 8 9 10

11 12

13 14 15

Fig. 4. Pottery tools from Tombs 599 and 604 in Sector CE8 (Kerma moyen I, 2050–
2950 BC). 1. Axe blade of metamorphic stone; 2. Polisher made from a polished flint pebble; 
3. Flint pebble used as potter’s rib; 4. Quartz flake; 5. Piece of termite mound; 6. Chiselled 
bone tool; 7‑10. Potter’s combs; 11. Piece of termite mound; 12. Carnelian flake; 13. Potter’s 
comb; 14. Bone punch; 15. Nine tools consisting of a small flake of quartz embedded in a 
piece of silt. CAD J. Dubosson. © Mission archéologique suisse à Kerma.



210

MATTHIEU HONEGGER

fine incisions for certain decorations or for making an initial sketch of geometric 
patterns. It must be realised that a detailed observation of these decorative motifs 
reveals that the dominant technique is the impression obtained with very small 
tools, often combs, which must have been made of wood because no trace of 
them has been found. Incisions are still rare, but depending on the complexity of 
the repetitive patterns composing the decorated band under the border, a sketch 
must have been necessary.

Comparing these tools with other archaeological or ethnographic examples,12 
we find some similar tools, such as potter’s ribs or bone objects intended to scrape 
or smooth. Generally speaking, potter’s ribs are among the most common tools 
and can sometimes make up the bulk of the collection,13 as appears to be the case 
for Tomb 599, where a good number of tools, according to their shape, probably 
served to regularise the inner surface of the pots. As has already been pointed out, 
wooden tools probably completed the range, but have now disappeared, as has 
a piece of leather or cloth, frequently mentioned in ethnographic observations, 
whose function was to smooth the surfaces of the pots.

PRODUCTION OF DECORATED FINEWARE  
AND CLASSIFICATION OF DECORATIONS

Apart from a classical typological approach focusing on form, decoration 
and surface treatment, most studies on pottery, when dealing with technology, 
devote — by tradition — a large part of their attention to the description of the 
paste and its inclusions.14 Without claiming that this approach is not necessary, 
its purpose, beyond descriptive classification, is not always obvious when it comes 
to local production, due to the fact that it is relatively disconnected from the 
chaîne opératoire of pottery. However, little research has been done on Nubian 
material, particularly with regard to the processes of hand‑building, the interest 
of which is no longer in need of demonstration. The combination of experimental 
approaches, ethnoarchaeological surveys and studies of archaeological collections 
led, from the late 1990s onwards, to the development of much more precise stud-
ies linking the traces observable on the surfaces and sections of the sherds with 
stages in the chaîne opératoire.15

Observations carried out on a pottery sample from the Eastern Cemetery 
revealed a wide variety of manufacturing processes.16 For fine red pots with black 

12	 Outils de potier néolithiques, 2010.
13	 Gosselain, BSPF 107(4), 2010.
14	 E.g. Welsby Sjöström, in Welsby, Kerma Ancien Cemetery, 2018.
15	 E.g. Pottery Manufacturing, 2005.
16	 C. Jeanbourquin, pers. comm.
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tops, it is in most instances impossible to detect inclusions in the paste due to the 
high degree of finishing of the pots, as well as their very fine paste. The junction 
between the base and the belly often coincides with the maximum diameter of 
the pot. This is often the only visible sign of shaping on this category of very 
regular, fine polished pottery; in fact, the very careful finishing work has, in most 
cases, erased the traces of the previous stages of hand‑building. In addition, the 
base‑belly junction is often marked by a slight change in the orientation of the 
profile: opening up to the maximum diameter and slightly re‑curving beyond 
that. The regularity of the internal surface of the containers, the thinness of their 
walls, the mosaic‑like breaks in the bases, as well as the occasional presence of 
facets (flats) on their external surface tend to favour shaping by hammering on 
a convex shape (moulding of the bottom by hammering). The addition of coils 
above the maximum diameter was used to make the upper part of the pot and the 
frequent breaks observed at the junction point confirm this observation.

As we have already pointed out, the production of decorations on fine Early 
Kerma pottery presupposes the dominant use of impression using very fine instru-
ments, probably made of wood, whether notched (comb) or not. Incision remains 
discreet in this process, while excision was mostly practised on C‑Group pottery 
but is sometimes found on red pots with black top with exactly the same patterns, 
in the form of a band under the border. Of the 753 decorated red vases with black 
top, we counted 315 different designs, some unique, others more frequently used. 
As these vases came from 349 tombs, many of them have a unique decoration 
while others have decorations found in more or less distant tombs.

We tried to note all possible variations in decoration, some of which are 
based on minimal modifications. These decorations have been classified according 
to geometry, following a principle which could be discussed and which does not 
claim to be the most appropriate classification, insofar as the categories we have 
created are not necessarily based on the logic of the producers and users of this 
pottery in the Kerma period. Moreover, there are borderline cases of designs that 
could fall into either category. In the same way, certain groupings between decors 
which are close in appearance could be made. Finally, other approaches could be 
developed, without being certain that they would lead to convincing results. One 
would be to create a form of grammar of decorations to translate the articulation 
between basic motifs, which has for example been attempted for Early Neolithic 
Linear pottery decorations in Europe.17 The underlying idea is of course that the 
combining of motifs makes sense. Another approach would be to attempt a clas-
sification according to the complexity of the decorations. Indeed, it is noticeable 

17	 Houbre, BSPF 10(1), 2013.
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that some of them develop through a combination of motifs on a single strip, 
while others operate on the articulation of basic motifs organised on several strips.

Our classification has made it possible to distinguish five categories (Figs. 5 
and 6): 

–	Category  1. Lozenges. Decorations composed of lozenge patterns are 
arranged repeatedly in one or more strips (128 patterns). They are divided into 
three sub‑groups created for convenience during the observation phase, but which 
nevertheless seek to group certain types of patterns together;

–	Category 2. Lines. The decorations are composed of patterns in parallel, 
horizontal, oblique and/or vertical lines, which may intersect and, in the most 
complex cases, form other geometric figures by their arrangement (90 patterns). 
Two groups have been created, the first one gathering simpler patterns than the 
second one;

–	Category  3. Zigzags. The decorations are made up of zigzag patterns 
(47 patterns). Depending on the arrangement of the zigzags, they can form pat-
terns similar to lozenge or triangle patterns;

–	Category 4. Triangles. The decorations are formed by triangular patterns 
organized in one or more strips (33 patterns);

–	Category 5. Excised patterns. The majority of this group consists of excised 
patterns that are similar to those applied to C‑Group vases. These designs are 
moreover mostly present in Kerma ancien  I at the time when the influence of 
C‑Group is the most important (17 patterns).

Of all the designs listed, 159 are unique, 60 are present twice, 59 on 3 to 
5 vases and 24 on more than 5 vases. The two most frequent decorations are each 
found on 30 vases and correspond to décor 1 of the category “Lozenge 1”, and 
decor 28 of the category “Lines 1”. In view of the very large number of unique 
cases, it is difficult to clearly determine whether certain types of decoration are 
reserved for men, women or children only. We will confine ourselves here to an 
initial approach relating the general trends, but a more detailed study will be car-
ried out, this time using a slightly more sophisticated analytical tool, involving in 
particular a statistical approach.

STATUS OF THE FINE WARE

The evolution of funeral rites has been reconstructed from the initial instal-
lation in the Eastern Cemetery (Kerma ancien 0) to the emergence of the first 
royal tomb (Kerma moyen I).18 The tombs, which were small in Kerma ancien 0 
and I, became larger from Kerma ancien II onwards, more richly endowed and 

18	 Honegger, in Nubian Archaeology, 2018; Honegger, Bulletin de la Société Neuchâteloise 
des Sciences Naturelles 138, 2018.
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display greater social distinctions. This trend becomes more pronounced in Kerma 
ancien  III, finally leading to the appearance of the first royal tombs in Kerma 
moyen I, around 2000 BC. These are distinguished by their much larger than aver-
age dimensions, of the order of 10 metres in diameter, and are accompanied by 
several hundred bucrania located to the south of the tumuli. In January 2018, one 
of the first royal tombs from the cemetery was excavated in sector 31 (Tomb 691). 
Like all these richly endowed tombs, it was severely looted. Nevertheless, the 
number of bucrania in front of the tomb has been estimated at 1400, the number 
of pots still present on the surface or in the filling total 117. There were sacri-
ficed animals in the tomb, which could not be counted, and there were probably 
accompanying deceased. Wooden architecture was also present in and around the 
tomb (Fig. 7).

The expression of greater wealth in some tombs can be summarised, beyond 
their above-average dimensions, by a number of criteria, of which pots are one 
(Fig. 8):

–	Egyptian imports are represented in the tombs by jars or vases which must 
have contained the products acquired. The evaluation of their proportion gives an 
idea of the intensity of trade with Egypt, one of the factors of enrichment of the 

Fig. 7. View of the first royal tomb of Kerma at the end of its clearing (Kerma moyen I, 
2050–1950 BC). One can see the edge of the burial tumulus composed of earth and stones, 
the post holes of the wooden architecture inside the burial pit and the bucrania to the south 
of the tomb. Photo M. Honegger. © Mission archéologique suisse à Kerma.
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Fig. 8. Competitive lavish funerals are evidenced by the increase of deposits in or next to 
the grave. The selected categories of gravegoods sare: Egyptian pots, accompanying deceased, 
bucrania, funerary fineware and weapons. The proportions were calculated on the basis of 
the total number of pots associated with the graves of each phase for Egyptian imports and 
on the bases of the number of graves of each phase for the accompanying deceased. The total 
number of tombs taken into account is 409 graves excavated between 2008 and 2018. 
CAD M. Honegger, © Mission archéologique suisse à Kerma.
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Kingdom of Kerma. If imports declined in Kerma ancien I, probably because of 
the troubles in Lower Nubia, their volume subsequently increased over time;

–	Accompanying deceased, people who were killed to accompany their 
master into the afterlife also increased gradually, underlining the emergence of 
powerful individuals;

–	The number of bucrania recorded from Kerma ancien  II in front of the 
mounds of the most important tombs is indicative of a certain wealth. If in 
Kerma ancien  II the number of these bucrania is of the order of 10 to 20, it 
exceeds 50 in Kerma ancien  III and reaches 1400 in front of the first recently 
excavated royal tomb;

–	The number of pots associated with each tomb is also linked to the wealth 
of each ensemble. In Kerma ancien 0, the average number of vases per tomb is 3, 
with a maximum of 8; in Kerma ancien I it is 5, with a maximum of 15 and in 
Kerma ancien II, 7 with a maximum of 23. In Kerma ancien III, the pottery depos-
its on the surface are a little less abundant with an average of 5 vases per grave, 
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Fig. 9. Plan of Sectors CE23 (Kerma ancien II, 2300–2150 BC) and CE29 (Kerma 
ancien III, 2150–2050 BC). The most important graves are shown in light brown with an 
estimate of the diameter of their tumulus. The presence of bucrania is indicated and the 
number of pots reported when data was available (graves excavated by Honegger). The increase 
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hierarchisation of society. CAD M. Honegger and J. Dubosson. © Mission archéologique 
suisse à Kerma.
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with a maximum of 38. Finally, at the beginning of Middle Kerma, 8 pots are on 
average associated with each tomb, whereas the royal tomb alone yielded 117. 

The quantity of pots is therefore an indicator of the richness of a tomb, and 
as a result, the finely decorated ware of Early Kerma is also more abundant in 
these tombs. This is evident when we look in detail at sectors 23 and 29 (Fig. 9), 
two contiguous sectors where the first rich tombs appear. These latter ones can 
be distinguished by their larger size, the abundance of their contents when not 
too looted, the presence of bucrania on the surface and the space available to 
erect a tumulus above it. The picture that emerges clearly shows that these are 
the burials that are best endowed with pottery. It also shows the evolution of the 
concentration of power between Kerma ancien II and III, with an increase in the 
dimensions of the most important tombs and tumuli in phase III, as well as a 
decrease in their number.

It should also be noted that in a number of cases we observed that two iden-
tical specimens of finely decorated Kerma vases were placed next to the tomb. It 
is difficult to assess the frequency of this kind of situation, but this was clearly not 
systematic. The example of Tomb 656 in sector 29, the largest and richest of this 
area, is exceptional in out of 38 pots, 9 pairs of vases had identical decorations. 
Although it is difficult to explain why, the presence of these vases in pairs rein-
forces the idea of their symbolic value.

CHRONOLOGICAL AND SPATIAL DISTRIBUTION

In terms of chronological evolution, a few trends emerge when consider-
ing the different categories of decorations we have defined. A precise typological 
chronology has not yet been established; to achieve this would require slightly 
different groupings which would insist more on the similarities between sets, 
rather than on what distinguishes them. Looking at the main categories that 
have been established, we can already highlight some trends (Fig. 10). Lozenge-
shaped decorations are rare in Kerma ancien I, later becoming more frequent; the 
most complex of these, with several rows and patterns are to be found mainly 
in Kerma ancien  II (especially C3.21 to C.3.34), while they become simpler 
in Kerma moyen  I with a return to simple rows of patterns (C1.1 to C1.3 and 
C1.40 to C1.48). Regarding the category of line decorations, those which are rel-
atively simple are mainly found in Kerma ancien I (L1.1-L1.20) while the others, 
involving crossing lines, are present in all 4 phases (L1.21 to L1.48); regarding 
the slightly more complex in-line sets (Lozenges 2), many of them are found in 
Kerma ancien II (L2.10‑L2.33). As we have already pointed out, the presence of 
edges decorated with excised patterns is a little more abundant in Kerma ancien I, 
at the same time as C‑Group vases are also more abundant. Triangular decora-
tions are mostly present in Kerma ancien I, but subsequently become much less 
common. As for zigzag decorations, their greatest variety is also found in Kerma 
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ancien I, but their presence is maintained throughout the evolution. Each tomb 
with several finely decorated vases is generally characterised by a single decoration 
that distinguishes it from the others (about half of the 349 tombs analysed), and 
whose decorations can be linked to other tombs, belonging either to the same 
phase or to an earlier or later one. 

The connections that can be built between the tombs, based on similar deco-
rations, were visualised on a plan of all the sectors taken into consideration in this 
analysis (Fig. 11). The network that emerges from these connections is particu-
larly complex. The overview shows the connections between the sectors, which 
show that a number of decorations are maintained over time, being transmitted 
from one generation to the next. The detail of a part of sector 27, dated of Kerma 
ancien I, allows a better visualization of the richness of the connections between 
nearby tombs. Among these, a few have been highlighted to show the network of 
relationships that can be woven between the tombs. If the variation in decoration 
was indeed linked to the identity of the deceased, then the variety of decorated 
vases associated with each tomb would reflect the specific characteristics of the 
individual, links with contemporaries (kinship, clan) and links with successive 
generations (filiation).
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Fig. 10. Evolution of decoration categories and sub-categories from the beginning of Early 
Kerma to the beginning of Middle Kerma. Kerma ancien 0 phase is not present because 
it contains almost no decorated fineware with black top. CAD M. Honegger. © Mission 
archéologique suisse à Kerma.
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INTERPRETATION AND SYMBOLIC DIMENSIONS

The question of style in archaeology and its potential symbolic significance 
has been the subject of much debate in archaeology.19 In particular, its relationship 
to the notion of ethnicity or tribe has been most often discussed. Considerations 
of style are still often based on pottery and especially on their decoration, but 
it is clear that other areas of material culture may be involved, such as the lithic 
industry, adornment, etc. In his promotion of symbolic archaeology, Hodder 
has provided interesting ethnoarchaeological examples which analyse variations 
in style and decoration in various situations.20 Some of them allow us to define 
ethnic oppositions, especially in border areas marked by tensions between groups, 
others social distinctions within the same group. Finally, some examples show the 
difficulty of interpreting the meaning of certain motifs when little is known about 
the social context, which is often the case in archaeology. Sackett has attempted to 
propose a broader definition of style.21 He describes many approaches to style as 
iconological, such as those of Hodder, Binford22 and a number of other authors.23 
The style should be seen as a kind of iconography created and manipulated on 
purpose, if not necessarily consciously, by craftspeople for social purposes. It 
would be invested in material culture as a means of transmitting symbolically 
coded information on ethnic belonging and identity to various target popula-
tions. To this approach, which could be described as classical, he contrasts an 
“isochrestic” reading, which considers that ethnic style potentially resides in any 
variation of material culture, whether it concerns the decoration or the shape 
of an object. Starting from the premise that there is usually a substantial range 
of alternatives for achieving a given goal in the manufacture of craft products, 
style enters the equation when it is recognised that the choices made by artisans 
tend to be specific and consistent, and that they are largely the result of the craft 
traditions in which artisans have been trained as members of social groups. In 
this context, it is to be expected that style will be banal and pervasive in material 
culture as a whole. The iconological approach, which considers that a particular 
variation of decoration symbolises belonging to a community, would represent 
only one particular case among a multitude of cultural expressions. It needs to be 
argued in detail, so as not to bring the settings studied into the “isochrestic” uni-
verse of possible variations on a basic iconographic theme, the meaning of which 
would be provided above all by the potter’s belonging to a given culture.

19	 E.g. The Use of Style in Archaeology, 1990; Style, Society, Person, 1995.
20	 Hodder, Symbols in Action, 1982.
21	 Sackett, AmAnt 42, 1977; Sackett, in The Use of Style in Archaeology, 1990.
22	 Binford, AmAnt 31, 1965.
23	 Sackett, AmAnt 50, 1985.
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In our situation, the debate of an ethnic belonging can be set aside, knowing 
that the black top and red pots with a fine decoration under the rim represent 
one of the main markers of the Kerma culture. The question of whether this 
culture corresponds to a specific ethnic group or tribe is another issue that is not 
discussed here but which we have introduced elsewhere.24 So this pottery already 
carries a certain significance in terms of social belonging. Moreover, we have 
shown that it was the result of a specific production oriented towards funerary 
rites. Similar specimens present in the habitation area (the town of Kerma) are 
few in number, with less skilfully executed and less varied decorations. These 
funerary vases were placed next to the tumulus, in the form of little or unused 
vases, to complete the burial of the deceased. It is therefore an object specifically 
invested in funerary rites and not any element of material culture. Furthermore, 
we have shown that the quantity of pottery associated with each tomb was pro-
portional to its wealth and importance, hence the fact that it is considered to 
represent a socially significant object.

The very wide variety of decorations and the fact that many of them have a 
unique character led us to consider that they had characteristics relating to the 
expression of identity. We believe that the variety of finely decorated vases associ-
ated with each tomb expresses a part of the individual’s social relations (belonging 
to a lineage, a clan, or certain individuals as a result of alliances, etc.) and, for 
unique decorations, some of an individual’s particularities. The chronological and 
spatial distribution of these decorations shows that some of them are present 
throughout the sequence studied, expressing the durability of certain relation-
ships (lineages?) while others are specific to certain periods and perhaps express 
the network of relationships woven during the life of the buried person. Of 
course, the situation is difficult to analyse when it comes to interconnecting the 
315 types of decoration present on 753 vases associated with 349 tombs, without 
counting what could be said about the 1258 other pots present in this excavated 
part of the Eastern Cemetery. Our analysis here represents only a preliminary 
stage, which will have to be developed by statistical means, by making certain 
groupings between similar decorations, and considering the complexity of the 
motifs. However, our hypothesis appears convincing because the antithesis would 
be to accept that these symbolically invested vases played a major role in funerary 
rites, whereas their decoration would only have consisted of multiple variations 
of large categories of motifs, without these having any symbolic and social signifi-
cance. This would lead to a somewhat paradoxical conclusion, which would assert 
that the distribution of the decorations was only the result of chance, whereas all 
the information collected on this pottery, typical of the Kerma culture, shows that 

24	 Honegger, Vol. 2, 904-907.
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it is the object of very particular attention and that it carries a strong symbolic 
value in funerary rites. Moreover, these decorations have an additional peculi-
arity in that they present such variation and refinement only during the phases 
of Early Kerma and during the first phase of Middle Kerma. They are therefore 
synchronous with the period of social hierarchisation leading to the constitution 
of a royalty where power is attained by a lineage or a specific segment of society. 
Then, during Middle Kerma, this mode of cultural expression disappears to make 
way for repetitive and crudely realised patterns. It is as if the multiplication of 
decorative patterns was a mode of expression of the extent of the relationships of 
individuals in a context of social competition. Once the monarchical structure 
became well established, this mode of expression would disappear to make way 
for other forms of expression of relations between individuals or groups.
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لمكتبــة آثــار وتاريــخ الســودان. وســعداء أكثــر أن قــرر الزمــاء فــي باريــس نشــر هــذا العمــل 
باســم العــدد٠٢ مــن مجلــة كــوش )Kush XX( ، هــذه المجلــة التــي أصبحــت إرثــا لهيئــة الآثــار 
الســودانية وقــد مضــي علــي إصدارتهــا الأولــي نحــو ســبعين عامــا. ويعتبــر هــذان المجلــدان 
اللــذان يحتويــان علــي مســاهمات أكثــر مــن ســبعين متخصصــا انجــازا أكاديميــا عظيمــا فــي 
تــراث وادي النيــل الأوســط و ســوف يكــون فــي متنــاول مئــات الباحثــن والطــاب إذ يحتــوي 
ــال  ــوا بالأعم ــن قام ــن الذي ــد لعشــرات الباحث ــن الجه ــدة ســنوات م ــج ع ــي نتائ ــدان عل المجل
الحقليــة والدراســات المعمليــة والمكتبيــة فــي كل فتــرات تاريــخ الســودان منــذ فتــرات مــا قبــل 
التاريــخ حتــي العصــر الحديــث ودراســات المجاميــع المتحفيــة وإدارة المواقــع الأثريــة والتــراث 
الثقافــي بشــكل عــام والدراســات المتخصصــة المســاعدة الأخــري. ويحتــوي هــذا العمــل علــي 
قائمــة مراجــع تعتبــر عصــارة أعمــال مئــات العلمــاء عبــر أكثــر مــن قــرن مــن الزمــان. فالشــكر 
والإمتنــان للجمعيــة العالميــة للدراســات النوبيــة والتــي ظلــت وعبــر أكثــر مــن نصــف قــرن تجمــع 
المتخصصــن مــن شــتي أنحــاء العالــم ليقدمــوا للمجتمــع العلمــي العالمــي أحــدث أبحاثهــم حــول 

آثــار هــذا الجــزء مــن أفريقيــا.
ــذ رحــات  ــي إنجــازات المهتمــن بالســودان مــن الفرنســيين من ســوف يضــاف هــذا الجهــد إل
ــة إنقــاذ  لينانــت دو بلفونــد و فريدريــك كايــو فــي الربــع الأول مــن القــون التاســع عشــر وحمل
ــي مرقســا  ــع الســودان ف ــن مواق ــر م ــرن الماضــي والكثي ــن الق ــي الســتينات م ــة ف ــار النوب آث
ــة السويســرية( وكدركــة  ــب وكرمــة )مــع البعث ــرة صــاي وصادنقــا وصل وأرض الحجــر وجزي
وقســم أربعــة ومواقــع إعــادة التوطــن المرتبطــة بحملــة إنقــاذ آثــار ســد مــروي )٢٠٠٣ ـ ٢٠٠٩( 
فــي الملتقــي وفــي بربــر وفــي وادي المكابــراب وفــي الهوبجــي وفــي الحصــا والمويــس وود 
بانقــا وســوبا والجريــف شــرق وأريــاب فــي جبــال البحــر الأحمــر وفــي كردفــان. هنالــك قائمــة 
مــن المؤسســات الفرنســية ســوف تبقــي علــي الــدوام فــي ذاكــرة الآثاريــن الســودانيين حيــث 
ــال  ــب أجي ــاد الحضــاري وتدري ــي إرث الب ــاظ عل ــي الكشــف والحف ــدوام ف ــي ال أســهمت عل
مــن الآثاريــن الســودانيين الذيــن تحملــوا مســئولية إدارة هــذا التــراث وتعليمــه فــي الجامعــات 
ــل  ــة شــارل ديجــول ـ لي ــر جامع ــن ذك ــا م ــد لن ــي هــذه الســانحة لا ب والمعاهــد الســودانية. وف
ــز  ــز الفرنســي للبحــث العلمــي )CNRS( والمرك ــر والمرك ــة الســوربون ومتحــف اللوف ٣ وجامع
ــة  ــي للبحــوث الآثاري ــد الوطن ــل والمعه ــة جرونوب ــة ) CRAterre( بجامع ــارة الطيني ــي للعم العالم
ــرا وليــس آخــرا وحــدة  ــار الشــرقية )IFAO( وأخي ــة )INRAP( والمعهــد الفرنســي للآث الوقائي
الآثــار الفرنســية الملحقــة بمصلحــة آلاثــار )SFDAS( والتــي ظلــت علــي مــدي أكثــر مــن أربعــن 
عامــا المعهــد الآثــاري الأجنبــي الوحيــد المقيــم فــي الســودان بشــكل دائــم ولــم يتوقــف عطــاءه 
ــب مــع  ــي جن ــا إل ــة القاهــرة جنب ــدلاع الحــرب إذ واصــل أداء رســالته مــن مدين ــي بعــد إن حت
مســئولي الآثــار الســودانية الذيــن نزحــوا لجمهوريــة مصــز العربيــة. وتبقــي وزارة الخارجيــة 
الفرنســية وســفارتها فــي الخرطــوم همــا الدعامتــان الاساســيتان لإســتمرار هــذا التعــاون عبــر 

عشــرات الســنين.
كلنــا ثقــة فــي أن مــا يحــدث الآن ســوف ينجلــي وســوف يلتقــي الأصدقــاء مــن كل أنحــاء العالــم 
ــة  ــل الأوســط تحــت مظل ــوادي الني ــاري ل ــي الإرث الآث ــاظ عل ــة الحف ــن لمواصل ــي ســودان آم ف

مشــروع عمــاق كالمشــروع القطــري ـ الســوداني للآثــار.  
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عندمــا إتصــل بــي الزميــل والصديــق فانســا رونــدو )Vincent Rondot( قبيــل أعيــاد الميــاد 
للعــام ٢٠٢٣ طالبــا منــي كتابــة مقدمــة هــذه الوقائــع، كنــا قــد دخلنــا فــي الشــهر التاســع لحــرب 
الســودان التــي بــدأت فــي صبيحــة ١٥ أبريــل ٢٠٢٣. وقــد كنــت وكل زملائــي وأصدقائــي تحــت 
ــا ومــا أصــاب أهــل البــاد مــن نهــب  ــة فــي بلادن ــة التحتي ــذي أصــاب البني صدمــة الدمــار ال
ــار لشــتي أنحــاء ا لســودان وخارجــه.  ــزوح قســري مــن الدي ــل وإغتصــاب ون ــكات وتقتي للمتل
وتزامــن إتصــال الزميــل فانســا مــع إتســاع الحــرب بشــكل فجائــي لمئــات الكيلومتــرات جنــوب 
الخرطــوم. لقــد كانــت حســرتنا نحــن قبيلــة الآثاريــن مضاعفــة فهــي حســرة علــي ضيــاع البــاد 
وأهلهــا وحســرة علــي الإرث الحضــاري لهــذه المنطقــة مــن وادي النيــل وخوفنــا علــي مــا يمكــن 
أن يحــدث أو يكــون قــد حــدث بالفعــل لمتاحفنــا فــي الخرطــوم وفــي نيــالا وفــي الجنينــة وأخيــرا 
فــي مدينــة ود مدنــي فــي الجزيــرة والخــراب الــذي يمكــن أن يحــل بمواقعنــا الأثريــة فــي شــتي 

أنحــاء هــذه الأرض الغنيــة بمخلفاتهــا الآثاريــة. 
وســط كل هــذا الخــوف والتوجــس والإحبــاط كان إتصــال الزميــل فانســا خيــط مــن ضــوء وأمــل 
ــي  ــاد الت ــن أجــل هــذه الب ــون م ــاء يعمل ــك أصدق ــه لا زال هنال ــق. شــعرت بأن ــة النف ــي نهاي ف
ــة  ــا فــي المواقــع الأثري ــون تنقيب ــوا يعمل ــوا تاريخهــا وظل عاشــوا فيهــا وإختلطــوا بأهلهــا وإحب
وبحثــا فــي المكتبــات والمعامــل لعشــرات الســنين مــن أجــل الكشــف والمحافظــة علــي إرث هــذا 

الجــزء مــن وادي النيــل. 
ــس  ــي باري ــم ف ــاع العال ــن شــتي بق ــات المتخصصــن م ــه مئ ــن أجل ــع م ــذي تجم الســودان ال
فــي المؤتمــر الرابــع عشــر للجمعيــة العالميــة للدراســات النوبيــة فــي ســبتمبر ٢٠١٨ لا زال فــي 
وجــدان هــؤلاء الأصدقــاء الذيــن لــم يتخلــوا عــن حبهــم لهــذه البــاد رغــم الظــروف العصيبــة. 
لقــد كان ذلــك المؤتمــر تظاهــرة أكاديميــة إســتثنائية. وقــد كان حضــور عــدد كبيــر مــن الباحثــن 
الســودانيين أمــرا لافتــا وقــد تحقــق هــذا بفضــل مســاهمة ماليــة كريمــة مــن متاحــف قطــر والتــي 
ظلــت عبــر الســنوات الماضيــة تقــوم بتمويــل أكثــر مــن أربعــن بعثــة أثاريــة تعمــل فــي الســودان 
وقــد كان جــزءا كبيــرا مــن أعمــال هــذا المؤتمــر مخصصــا لأعمــال )المشــروع القطــري ـ 

ــي شــتاء ٢٠١٤/٢٠١٣. ــدأ ف ــذي ب ــار( وال الســوداني للآث
واليــوم نحــن ســعداء بكتابــة مقدمــة وقائــع هــذا المؤتمــر والــذي كان شــراكة موفقــة بــن متحــف 
اللوفــر وجامعــة الســوربون. هــذه الوقائــع التــي تجــئ فــي مجلديــن ســوف تكــون إضافــة مقــدرة 
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