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Matthieu Honegger PROTECTION OF THE EASTERN CEMETERY AND BUILDING OF THE NEW HOUSE

In order to protect the eastern cemetery from destruction made by vehicular traffic 
and by the extension of the cultivated area, the embankment created last year was 
reinforced with the help of a tractor. Moreover a new topographical plan of the 
NCAM concession was drawn after the limits were redefined in presence of Dr. 
Salah Mohamed Ed Din, Mr. Abdelhai Abdelsawi, Mr. Salah Hassan (governor of the 
area), the excavation’s police, Charles Bonnet and Matthieu Honegger (figure 25).

12

3 4

5

6
7 

8

9

10

11

12

13

Excavation house of the swiss team

Eastern cemetery of Kerma 
Topographic limits of the NCAM's parcel

0 100 m

 

  
 

Figure 25 | Plan of the 
eastern cemetery with 
the topographical limits 
of the NCAM concession 
(National Corporation of 
Antiquities and Museums).
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Figure 26 | View of the new 
house and its courtyard.

Figure 27 | Feast for the 
inauguration of the new 
house.

With the same idea of protection and our involvement with the preservation of the 
archaeological sites, we built a new house for a part of the team on the northern 
edge of the cemetery (figure 26 and 27). Close to the dig house, the dwelling of the 
new gaffir of the eastern cemetery was constructed in order to assure a permanent 
presence at the cemetery. The latter is constantly damaged by the new tracks made 
by vehicles and by the attempts of the cultivators to extend their fields onto the 
archaeological concession.
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